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Learning Lines 
November – December 2022 
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THE PLOT 
 

Three sisters; Teresa, Mary and Catherine, come together 
before their mother's funeral, each haunted by their own 
demons. The play focuses on how each sister deals with the 
death and how it directly affects them. The three each have 
different memories of the same events, causing constant 
bickering about whose memories are true. As the three 
women get together after years of separation, all their 
hidden lies and self-betrayals are about to reach the 
surface. The play is characterised as a “tragi-comedy”. 
 
Laurence Olivier Award for Best Entertainment or Comedy 
Play (2000) 
 
Here is one of many noteworthy reviews from THE AGE: 
 

This 1996 play by British writer, Shelagh Stephenson, has been the most successful of the 
several she has written. It seems to fit somewhere between the middle-brow humour of Alan 
Ayckbourn and the more intellectually ambitious comedy of Tom Stoppard. 

Its starting point is a familiar one: three sisters come together for their mother's funeral in 
the north of England, and the process of grieving brings their past into dispute as memories 
compete for authenticity. Hannie Rayson's Hotel Sorrento is a recent example of similar 
concerns in a local context. 

Stephenson's subject is hardly funny, yet she unerringly reveals the many ways in which 
death uncovers the absurd in life. She even includes the dead woman, Vi (Debra Lawrance), in 
an unsentimental return to battle with the daughters whose memories she persistently 
contests. In fact, this is what the three sisters do most of the time in the play. The unreliability 
of memory, in this context, takes on huge dimensions that begin by seeming comic - was 
Catherine traumatised by being shut in a cupboard by her mother, or did she do it herself in a 
temper tantrum? - but have a tragic potential as well. 
 
The play employs metaphors such as homeopathy to suggest the puzzling qualities of 
memory. It sometimes asks searching questions such as who are we without our memories. 

Yet it never ventures far into these speculative depths, remaining firmly within its genre of 
family comedy. What makes it better than most, however, is its true note of emotional pain 
and complexity beneath ordinary surfaces. 
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COMPLETE AND SEND THIS QUESTIONNAIRE TO PRODUCER:  paul@defreitas.info

You must bring proof of vaccination to the Audition – sight only – the data will not be recorded  

Name:      Gender:      Age:  

Home:         Cell:   

E-mail:     CV-19 2nd vaccination YES/NO :  

Character Role (Ages are approximate) 
VI Female. 45 years old. Vi is the mother of the three sisters and whose funeral they are together for.

She was a glamorous woman when younger, with whom all the men of the village were 
enamoured. She was possibly not the best of mothers, not teaching the daughters of sex or of 
being a woman, which culminated in Mary becoming a teenage mother.

MARY Female. 39 years old. The middle child. Mary is a doctor whose five-year affair with Mike, a married 

doctor, is starting to show strain. She experiences a series of interactions with her mother's ghost, 
whereupon she discusses memory and their relationship.Mary had a child at fourteen that she gave 
up (named Patrick) and this comes to light later in the play. Patrick is dead, but Teresa has hidden 
this news from her sister, as it seems it is the most contentious issue for the family and its 
upholding of family pride. When Mary discovers Patrick is dead, it proves both healing and 
problematic for the sisters.

TERESA Female. 43 years old. Teresa she is the eldest sister and an unhappy housewife, who runs a

health food supplement store with her husband Frank, and who feels she has had to keep the 
family together for years. She assumes much of the responsibility for the funeral arrangements and 
her mother's care once deterioration into Alzheimer's commences. It is clear that she feels both 
resentful and protective of her younger siblings. She met her husband by whittling down responses 
she received to a singles advert, believing this to be the best way of finding her future partner, but 
both she and Frank discovered that they were not as they had described themselves.

CATHERINE Female. 34 years old. Catherine is the youngest sister, and the only sister who does not have a

partner, whilst Mary's and Teresa's partners make an appearance at the funeral preparations. 
Catherine is permanently trying to catch her sisters' attention and feels she was always left out, 
even in childhood, and even now is unaware of Mary's son. Her sisters remain dismissive of her 
current romantic attachment, as Catherine changes her lovers regularly, and is fairly self-obsessed. 
She appears to have a limited attention span as her topics of conversation change with alacrity. 
She offers marijuana to the guests and indulges in drinking with her sisters; though she seems to 
be the most rebellious sister, Catherine is the most lively of the three. She has a vivid imagination 
but is more similar to her siblings than she realises. she seeks attention, claiming that she never 
had as much as her sisters did growing up. Throughout the play she refers to this often. Catherine 
feels very dismissed and a lot of things put down on her.

MIKE Male. 38 years old. Mike is the doctor with whom Mary has been having a 5-year relationship. He

has told Mary that his wife has ME, but during the play Mary finds a picture in a magazine of his 
wife in perfect health. Mike has no desire to have a child with Mary, which puts strain on their 
relationship.

FRANK Male. 44 years old. Frank is Teresa's husband and runs the health food supplement store with her. 

He isn't satisfied by doing a job which he doesn't believe in nor care about. When he tells Teresa 
he wants to change his career path and open a pub she objects.
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ORIGINAL SETTING 
The action takes place entirely in a bedroom with only a suggestion of walls – as if we are eavesdropping on 
the private events of a family gathering. The downstage area represents other areas in the home – set in 
winter in an English seaside village. 

Are you currently a member of the Cayman Drama Society? Yes/No: 

Have you read the script of or seen this production?  Yes/No: 

Are you comfortable cutting your hair for this production?  Yes/No: 

Are you comfortable dyeing your hair for this production?  Yes/No: 

Would you be able and willing to attend evening rehearsals? 

 (from approximately 7 to 9)      Yes/No: 

If not cast, are you interested in working backstage?   Yes/No: 

If Yes, please check all positions of interest: 

Props:  Publicity:     Costumes:  Stage Crew:  Make-Up:   

Please list all previous theatre experience (on and offstage). Feel free to attach a resumé if you 
have one: 

Please list all time conflicts between November 1st and March 11th  (i.e. work travel, 
vacations, etc. and especially, any off-island travel). Any travel or other absence from 
January 1st to March 11th 2023 is not acceptable.  

Is there anything else you would like us to know?    
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