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DERECTORS NOTES

What started as a bold experiment by Penny Phillips and her crew has now, it seems,
become an annual requirement of Christmas alongside turkey, stuffing, Santa Claus
and a bank overdrafl. We are very fortunate with “Sing a Song of Sixpence" in that the
author, Norman Robbins has encapsulated all the traditional ingredients of pantomime,
the dame, a wicked witch, a good 1fairy, haunted bedroom and knockabout scenes,
around an unusual story based on the childrens nursery rhyme about four and twenty
blackbirds baked in a pie. | would point out that Directors' licence took over and
reduced the bird population dramatically! Elsewhere in the pantomine are printed the
words to the rhyme so that you will be able to have some idea of what's going on, even if
the actors don’t and also so that you can sing along in the appropriate places.

In the past there has been confusion over the very word “pantomime” mime as such
does not enter into it. The English pantomime evolves the telling of a childrens story or
nursery rhyme in words and music, where the principal boy is played by a girl and the
principal lady is played by a man. Little wonder confusion arises. After that everything
else is quite simple; the Kings Magic Crown is stolen and his kingdom is reduced to
destitution and it seems thatevil has conguered good, but, in the nick of time, Valentine
the handsome hero is triumphant. Add to that two Jesters {or fools as we affectionately
call them}, a money grabbing Queen from the next Kingdom and Simple Simon, which
speaks for itself, and hopefully, a goed time will be had by all.

BUT the chiet ingredient of a good pantomime is YOU, the audience. Do not hesitate to
boo and hiss the witch and cheerthe fairy. Shout out awarning if you see something that
might frighten the actors and sing with us right from the opening number. The more you
join in, the better the show. | hope you enjoyyourselves and areabie, if only fora couple
of hours, to escape into an even more insane world,






SYNOPSIS
ACT 1
SCENE 1 : The Kingdom of Cornucopia
SCENE 2 The Witch's Lair
SCENE 3 Inside the Royal Bakery
SCENE 4 The Great Bangueting Hall
SCENE 6 A Street in Cornucopia
SCENE 7 The Haunted Bedroom
' INTERVAL
ACT 2
SCENE 1 The Courtyard of the Palace
SCENE 2 A Woodland Path
SCENE 3 The Gypsy Encampment
SCENE 4 A Quiet Glade
SCENE 5 Inside the Witch’s Lair
SCENE B A Road through the Mountains
SCENE 7 The Rock of Eternity
SCENE 8 A Corridor in the Palace
SCENE 9 The Throneroom of the Palace

MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT 1

T = T Lo T YO SO UV OO 04 3 o] { 1
Smitkin’ .. eest st e s sn e s raseraensb s sr e s senssnnen sesne e eessse e e VA HEN T E
Somewhere My Love e e 10S €Mary & Valentine
If1 Knew You Were Commgc horus
Old Fashioned Girk........reeeeccmssirserens SR Dame Durdon
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ACT 2
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